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all a domestic affair and it would show on our part a want of sense of
proportion to bring in the Punjab grievance to justify our non-co-
operation in the imperial celebration. The Punjab grievance does not
arise out of the peace terms as does the Khilafat question. We must
isolate the Khilafat question if we wish to give it its proper place and
value. In my opinion it is not open to us to refuse to share the
peace celebrations on grounds other than those arise directly out of
the peace and that touch the vital parts of our national existence.
The Khilafat question alone satisfies these two tests.
"Asaf Ali., the secretary of the conference, has intimated in the
papers circulated by him that the goraksha—cow protection—problem
and the Punjab matter will also be considered. I submit that the
Hindus may not open the goraksha question here. The test of friend-
ship is assistance in adversity, and that too unconditional assistance.
It is the duty of Hindus, if they see the justice of the Muslim cause,
to render co-operation. If Muslims feel themselves bound to spare
the Hindus9 feelings and stop cow-killing they may do so, no matter
whether Hindus co-operate with them or not. Though, therefore,
I yield to no Hindu in my worship of the cow, I do not want to make
the stopping of cow-killing a condition precedent to co-operation.
Unconditional co-operation means the protection of the cow. As
regards the Punjab matter too, I venture to differ from many of you.
They may have deeply distressed others. I will, however, say that
can distress no one more deeply than they do me, and yet I think
that we cannot bring in here the Punjab grievance. We cannot say
that the Punjab wrong is unredressed. The Hunter Committee is still
at work. Our own committee is equally busy. The Khilafat question
is a serious one, and needs immediate remedies. We must isolate it, if
we wish to give it its proper place and value."
Maulana Abdul Bari, proposing a vote of thanks, said : "Mahatma
Gandhi may say anything as regards the bringing in of the
goraksha question. That does credit to him and to our Hindu brethren.
But the Muslims' honour would be at stake if they forget the co-
operation of the Hindus. I for my part will say that we should stop
cow-killing, irrespective of their co-operation because we are children
of the same soil. As a maulvi I say that in voluntarily stopping cow-
killing we shall not offend against the canons of our religion. Nothing
has so helped the Hindu-Muslim unity as the Hindus' co-operation
with us on the question of the Khilafat."

